Intraventricular tissue plasminogen activator for intraventricular hemorrhage caused by an arteriovenous malformation.
The use of thrombolytics delivered through an external ventricular drain has improved outcomes in intraventricular hemorrhage, a disease with a poor prognosis; however, presence of an arteriovenous malformation is generally considered a contraindication to thrombolytic use. Due do the high mortality with the current standard of care, thrombolytics should be considered as an acceptable treatment option despite the presence of an arteriovenous malformation in certain clinical situations. We review the available literature and present an additional patient to make the case for the use of thrombolytics for intraventricular hemorrhage from an arteriovenous malformation.